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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the instant 
application: 



Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of providing 
promotional material to consumers comprising: 

a m e rchant computer system g enerating in a merchant computer system a 
merchant request to stimulate commerce for at least one merchant specified - merchant 
specified product; 

establishing a computer communications session between the merchant computer 
system and a third-party remote shopping stimulation system, wherein the merchant 
request is conveyed to the third-party remote shopping stimulation system; 

said thiTd party romoto shopping stimulation syatom reading with said third-p arty 
remote shopping stimulation system consumer purchase information from [[said]]_a 
plurality of merchant computer s ystem systems, said consumer purchase information 
comprising consumer identifying information and product information; 

based at least in part on said consumer purchase information, identifying one or 
more potential consumers who have purchased at least one related product related to 
[[ofj] the at least one merchant specified - merchant-sp ecifiRd produc t, the at least one 
related product being a product that is consumed jointly with the at least one merchant- 
specified product ; 

in said third-party remote shopping stimulation system, associating said 
promotional material corresponding to said at least one merchant specified - merchant- 
specjfied, product with said identified consumers; and 

making said promotional material available to said identified consumers using a 
promotional material delivery system. 
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2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, said identifying step further 
comprising determining a product consumption rate from said consumer purchase 
information to identify said one or more potential consumers of the at least one merchant 
sp e cifi ed- merchant-specified produc t, whoroin th e product consumption rate is - usod to 
det e rmine that a previously purchas e d product is duo to bo roplaood or upgraded . 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said promotional 
material and said consumer purchase information include p e rson to person person-to- 
person transactions and Internet-based transactions* 

4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein each said step is 
performed responsive to the merchant system detecting a business necessity, wherein 
said business necessity is at least one of an associated merchant having excess inventory 
and an associated merchant experiencing a revenue shortfall. 

5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said consumer 
purchase information is read from a purchase history database comprising consumer 
purchase information for a plurality of different merchants, and wherein the third-party 
remote shopping stimulation system responds to merchant requests from said plurality of 
different merchants. 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein said at least one 
morohont sp e cified - merchant-specified nroduota includes services product is a service , 

7. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, said product information 
comprising product expiration information and product identifying information, wherein 

{W26&767;U 3 



PAGE 7/20 * RCVD AT 12/27/2005 10:56:40 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNiS:2738300 * CSID:5616596313 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-38 



DEC-27-05 10:59 F r on : AKERMAN , SENTERF I TT £ EIOSON 5616596313 T-07Z P. 08/20 Job- 

Appln. No. 09/785,700 IB M Docket No> BOC9-2000-001 7 

Response dated Dec. 27, 2005 

Reply to Final Office Action of June 27, 2005 

Docket Na. 6169-156 

said step of identifying one or more potential consumers of products is based upon the 
expiration information of products. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said promotional material made 
available to said identified consumers is in electronic format. 

9. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said promotional material made 
available to said identified consumers is in printed format. 

10. (Currently Amended) A system for providing promotional material to 
consumers comprising: 

a plurality of m erchant computer oyotoma oooh system configured to generate a 
merchant request to stimulate commerce for at least one morohont opacified merchant- 
specified product; 

a merchant i nventory management system configured to track and statistically 
establish a norm of a n inventory level of the at least one merchant-specified product 
based on received shipments and s ales bv the merchant of the at least one merchant- 
specified product; 

a shopping stimulation logic unit in communication with said merchant inventory 
management system for detecting a business necessity of the merchant and identifying 
one or more potential consumers of the at least one m e rchant sp e oifi e d merchant- 
specified product in response to received roquoata from said merchant computer systems, 
and for identifying a the. business necessity, whoroin aoid ohopping stimulation logic un it 
ia diopoaod in a third party computer ayatom thot io romoto from a morohont and 
conoumor computer system - wherein said shopping stimulation logic unit detects the 
business necessity bv detecting w hen the inventory level of the at least one merchant- 
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specified product d eviates from the established norm bv more than a p rp rS eify*^ 
threshold; 

a promotional information database, accessible by said shopping stimulation logic 
unit, for storing promotional information relating to said at least one merchant spooifiod 
merchant-specified product^,]] wherein aoid prorootionol information dotabooo inoludos 
promotional information for a plurality of different merchants ; and, 

a promotional material delivery system configured to make said promotional 
material available to said identified consumers. 

1 1 . (Original) The system of claim 1 0, further comprising: 

a consumer purchase information data structure far storing consumer identifying 
information and product information corresponding to a purchase transaction. 

12. (Original) The system of claim 10, further comprising: 

a commerce system for collecting said consumer purchase information in a 
computer communications network environment. 

13. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 10, further comprising: 

a point of sale system for collecting said consumer purchase information from in 
store and Internet purchases. 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Currently Amended) A maohino readable storago, having stored thoroon a 
eemputer program having a plurality of codo acotionfl oxooutablo by a maohino for 
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OQUaing th Q mQOhino to porfoim tho OtQPJ O f A CQm P Ut e r-inip 1^Tr, ft nt M method nf 

providing promoti onal material to consumers comp rising: 

a-morohont oomputor flysto m -generating in a merchant comnuter sv fi t*m a 
merchant request to stimulate commerce for at least one merchant spooifiod merchant 
^ified product when a product life- cycle of said merchant-^rified V m^o.t 
determined : 

establishing a computer communications session between the merchant computer 
system and a third-party remote shopping stimulation system, wherein the merchant 
request is conveyed to the third-party remote shopping stimulation system; 

aoid third party romoto shopping otimulotion oystom - reading with said third-p arty 
remote shopping stimulation system consumer purchase information from [[said]]_a 
plurality of merchant computer system - systems , said consumer purchase information 
comprising consumer identifying information and product information; 

bas e d ot least in port on oaid consumer purohaao information determining an end 
of a product life-cycle of the merchant-specified p r oduct and, in response thereto 
identifying one or more potential consumers of the at least one merchant apooifiod 
merchant-specified product based at least i n part on said consumer p urc hase information : 
in said third-party remote shopping stimulation system, associating said 
promotional material corresponding to said at least one merchant opacified merchant- 
specified product with said identified consumers; and 

making said promotional material available to said identified consumers using a 
promotional material delivery system. 

17. (Currently Amended) The maohino readable storage method of claim 16, 
said identifying step further comprising determining a product consumption rate from 
said consumer purchase information to identify said one or more potential consumers of 
the at least one merchant opooifiod merchant-sp enifjerf product, whoroin tho product 
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oonoumption rato i s used to dotormino that a provioualy purchased product is duo to bo 
r e placed or upgraded . 

18. (Currently Amended) The machine roadablo storage method of claim 16, 
wherein said promotional material and said consumer purchase information include 
p e roon to poraon person-to-person transactions and Internet-based transactions. 

19. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage ■ method of claim 16, 
wherein each said step is performed responsive to the merchant system detecting a 
business necessity, wherein said business necessity is at least one of an associated 
merchant having excess inventory and an associated merchant experiencing a revenue 
shortfall. 

20. (Currently Amended) The machin e roodoblo atorogo method of claim 16 T 
wherein said consumer purchase information is read from a purchase history database 
comprising consumer purchase information for a plurality of different merchants, and 
wherein the third-party remote shopping stimulation system responds to merchant 
requests from said plurality of different merchants. 

21. (Currently Amended) The maohino roadablo atorog o ■ method of claim 16. 
wherein said at least one merchant opooifiod products include aorvioes - merchant- 
specified product is a service . 

22. (Currently Amended) The maohino roodoblo atorogo method of claim 16, 
wherein said product information oomprioing further comprises product expiration 
information and product identifying information, wherein said step of identifying one or 
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more potential consumers of products is additionally based upon the expiration 
information of products. 

23. (Currently Amended) The machine readable rtorogo- method of claim 1 6, 
wherein said promotional material made available to said identified consumers is in 
electronic format. 



24. (Currently Amended) The machine readable storage ■ method of claim 16, 
wherein said promotional material made available to said identified consumers is in 
printed format. 
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